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CONPIDENTIAL TEL AVIV 8615 

E.O.&11652: GDS 
TAGS:SPPOR, PINT, SY, IZ, JO 
SUBJECT: SITUATION IN SYRIA 

1 . MIDDLE EAST APPAIRS DIRECTOR VERED OP MFA TOLD EMBOFF 
OCTOBER 25 THERE IS MAJOR STRUGGLE GOING ON WITHIN SARG OVER 
WHETHER TO CONTINUE WAR OR NOT. IRAQI PORCES NUMBERING THIRTY 
TO PORTY THOUSAND ARE IN SYRIA, DEMANDING CONTINUATION OP WAR 
AND AWAITING RIGHT MOMENT TO INTERVENE IN INTERNAL 

SARG STRUGGLE, PERHAPS BY PORCE. 

2. MRS VERED SAID ASAD REGIME APPEARS IN SOME DANGER OP 
COLLAPSE, EVEN IF IRAQIS DO NOT INTERVENE BY PORCE. SHE 
ADDED THAT JORDANIAN PORCES IN SYRIA DO NOT COUNTERBALANCE 
IRAQI PRESENCE IN POLITICAL TERMS BECAUSE IT IS EVIDENT 

THEY PROBABLY WOULD NOT INTERVENE MILITARILY IN EVENT IRAQIS DO SO. 

3. COMMENT. MFA OFPICIALS HAVE BEEN VERY CAUTIOUS IN 
DESCRIBING OPPICIAL GOI ATTITUDE TOWARD SYRIA'S ACCEPTANCE 
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OP CEASEFIRE AND RESOLUTION 338. AT THIS POINT, GOI POSTURE, 
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THEREFORE, IS BEST DESCRIBED AS "IF THEY DON'T SHOOT, WE DON'T 
SHOOT." 

4. ISRAELI MEDIA HAVE REFLECTED GENERAL GOI CAUTION SAYING 
THAT GOI TOOK VIEW THAT SYRIA HAD NOT YET FORMALLY ACCEPTED 
CEASEFIRE BECAUSE ITS MESSAGE TO UNSYG DID NOT MEET 
PROCEDURAL REQUIREMENTS OF A CEASEFIRE AGREEMENT, DID NOT 
SPECIFY TIME FOR CEASEFIRE, AND POSED IRRET .EVENT CONDITIONS. 

IF GOI ASSESSMENT OF SYRIAN INTERNAL SITUATION IS ALONG LINES 
GIVEN US BY MRS VERED ABOVE, IT IS POSSIBLE GOI WILL HOLD OFF 
OFFICIALLY ACKNOWLEDGING SYRIA'S REPORTED ACCEPTANCE OF CEASEFIRE 
AND RESOLUTION 338 UNTIL SITUATION IN SYRIA CLARIFIES ITSELF. 

KEATING 
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